[Acute abdominal pain. Surgeon's viewpoint].
From the surgical point of view acute abdominal pain is the cardinal symptom of acute abdomen. Additional leading symptoms of acute abdomen are tension of the abdominal wall, peristaltic disorders and, in rare cases, shock symptoms. Acute abdomen is an operational diagnosis for painful, in part life threatening diseases of various etiologies. The most frequent cause is acute appendicitis, followed by cholecystitis and by diverse forms of ileus. These three diseases together are the cause of acute abdomen in more than 80% of cases. Over 90% of cases with acute abdomen are treated surgically. The decision in favour of a surgical intervention must be determined within minutes to hours depending on the etiology. A delay may lead to further, partly most serious sequelae.